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It is certainly no coincidence that a string of foreign leaders, Ministers and officials are descending on New 

Delhi this month, as the Russian invasion of Ukraine continues for its fourth week, and without a clear end in sight. 

There are summits with the Prime Ministers of Japan and Australia (virtual), and one soon with the Israeli Prime 

Minister, and visits by the U.S. Under Secretary of State, Victoria Nuland, as well as European Foreign Ministers 

and delegations. What the visits by NATO and Quad allies of the U.S. all have in common is their planning at short 

notice, and putting discussions on India’s stand on Ukraine at the top of their talks. Even Japanese PM Fumio 

Kishida, who had a full bilateral agenda to discuss with Prime Minister Narendra Modi at their much-delayed 

annual summit meeting, arrived in Delhi on a very short visit, and made it clear that finding a common position on 

Ukraine and telling India that it must not “condone” Russia’s actions was a “priority”. The message from the West 

is clear: that India must shift its position on three counts: to do more at the UN, where New Delhi has consistently 

abstained from resolutions criticising Moscow; to join the sanctions regime; and to avoid contracting for more 

Russian oil, or sending civil or military supplies to the Putin regime until the war ends. The flurry of visits, 

comments by officials, and press statements by diplomats indicate that tensions between Russia and the West 

have reached a point of no return, and New Delhi is being asked to make a very pointed choice between them. 

While there are several reasons why New Delhi has declined the attempts to steer it from its course on 

Russia that are linked to its strong partnership with Russia, there are some global interests that the Modi 

government must consider more closely. The civilian toll in Ukraine is mounting, and while Russia has denied 

reports of targeted attacks on schools and theatres, it is necessary for New Delhi to acknowledge any Russian 

violation of human rights, especially as the Kremlin has not yet fully clarified its endgame. Second, while India has 

expressed concerns over nuclear safety, it must be willing to make this an issue with Moscow, if necessary. 

Another area is the threat of chemical and biological warfare, and while the Indian representative spoke strongly 

at the UN Security Council about the importance of fully implementing the Biological and Toxin Weapons 

Convention, the Government must be prepared to vote on the issue and call out any side that violates these. As 

the war progresses, more such debates will arise, and New Delhi must retain its ability to judge and shift its 

position from “being neutral” and “abstentionist” to one more wholly seized of the issues, and as a leading nation 

that is able to exercise its “strategic autonomy” on matters of principle, when required. 

 

 certainly (adverb) – surely, definitely, 

unquestionably. 

 coincidence (noun) – co-occurrence, coexistence, 

conjunction, simultaneity.  

 string (noun) – series, succession, sequence; a 

group of. 

 descend on/upon (phrasal verb) – make a sudden 

visit to (a place or person in large numbers). 

 invasion (noun) – occupation, conquering, capture, 

seizure, annexation, annexing, takeover. 

 in sight (phrase) – near at hand, close to (being 

realized); visible, noticeable, conspicuous. 

 summit (noun) – meeting, conference, conclave. 

 virtual (adjective) – performing a task with the use 

of computer, especially over a network. 

 as well as (phrase) – in addition, additionally, 

moreover. 

 delegation (noun) – a body of representatives. 

 ally (noun) – a country/state with an alliance with 

another one in which they promise to support each 

other militarily and to defend each other. 

 in common (phrase) – If two or more people have 

something ‘in common’, they share the same 

interests. 

 stand (noun) – stance, point of view, viewpoint, 

opinion, standpoint, position, perspective, 

approach. 

 talks (noun) – (formal) negotiations, discussions. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, elucidate. 

 condone (verb) – approve, sanction, justify, 

vindicate, endorse. 

 the West (noun) – The Western world/civilization 

consisting of the majority of Europe & the North 

America. 

 count (noun) – a point for discussion; a point for 

consideration. 

 consistently (adverb) – always, each time, 

invariably. 

 abstain (verb) – not vote, decline to vote, refuse to 

vote (formally). 

 resolution (noun) – a formal decision taken at a 

meeting with the help of a vote; motion, proposal. 

 regime (noun) – system; government. 

 contract (verb) – undertake, pledge, promise, 

covenant, commit oneself, engage. 

 civil (adjective) – non-military. 

 flurry (noun) – spate, series, succession. 
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 comments (noun) – mention, remark, opinion. 

 diplomats (noun) – ambassador, envoy, emissary, 

attaché. 

 tension (noun) – strained relations; strain, stress, 

pressure, unease. 

 a point of no return (phrase) – a crucial point/stage 

in a course of action beyond which reversal is not 

possible. 

 pointed (adjective) – pertinent, relative, relevant, 

appropriate, apt, suitable; important, meaningful, 

significant, sensible; razor-edged. 

 steer (verb) – guide, conduct, direct/lead. 

 course (noun) – approach, strategy, system, 

procedure. 

 partnership (noun) – association, union, alliance. 

 interests (noun) – common concerns (in 

politics/business). 

 civilian (noun) – non-military person, ordinary 

citizen. 

 toll (noun) – the number of deaths/casualties 

arising from something (a conflict). 

 targeted (adjective) – intended, focused, identified.  

 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, realize. 

 violation (noun) – contravention, breaking, non-

compliance. 

 Kremlin (noun) – The name “Kremlin” means 

“fortress inside a city”, and is often also used 

metonymically to refer to the official residence of 

the President of the Russian Federation in a similar 

sense to how “White House” refers to the Executive 

Office of the President of the United States; Kremlin 

is a fortified complex in the center of Moscow city. 

(Metonym is used as an alternative for something 

else with which it is closely related/associated). 

 endgame (noun) – the final stage of a game; 

conclusion, consummation, end. 

 concern (noun) – anxiety, worry, disquiet, 

apprehension, unease, distress, agitation. 

 warfare (noun) – fighting, war, conflict, armed 

conflict. 

 Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) or 

Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) 

(noun) – the first multilateral disarmament treaty 

banning the development, production and 

stockpiling of an entire category of bacteriological 

(biological) and toxin weapons of mass destruction, 

was opened for signature on 10 April 1972. The 

BWC entered into force on 26 March 1975. 

 call out (phrasal verb) – criticize someone for 

something (bad/incorrect) publicly and ask them to 

justify/explain it. 

 violate (verb) – contravene, breach, break, 

transgress, overstep, not comply with, disobey, 

defy, flout. 

 neutral (adjective) – impersonal, unbiased, non-

partisan. 

 abstentionist (adjective) – relating to a person who 

practices or supports abstention/non-voting. 

 be seized of something (phrase) – be aware of 

something; be informed of something. 

 leading (adjective) – most powerful, most 

important, most influential. 

 exercise (verb) – use, employ, make use of, utilize. 

 strategic autonomy (noun) – the ability of a state 

(country) to pursue its national interests and adopt 

its preferred foreign policy without being 

constrained in any manner by other states 

(countries). In its pure form, strategic autonomy 

presupposes the state (country) in question 

possessing overwhelmingly superior power. This is 

what would enable that state (country) to resist the 

pressures that may be exerted by other states 

(countries) to compel it to change its policy or 

moderate its interests. 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

This week, India will complete two years since the Government embarked on what is now considered the 

harshest and quickest lockdowns in the world in a bid to block entry points for the infectious COVID-19 virus. The 

efficacy of that lockdown, both in terms of curbing infection rates (and mortality rates) and the accompanying 

hardships imposed on the population at large, can be debated at length. There is, however, little argument over 

the massive economic costs for the country. The Reserve Bank of India has underlined that some of that damage to 

India’s GDP is permanent. This can be linked to businesses shutting shop for good, labourers migrating home (with 

many choosing not to return) and consumers turning increasingly reluctant. The rebuilding effort remains a work in 

progress, although record tax collections would suggest that all is well. Personal consumption and employment-

driving contact-intensive sectors remain below pre-pandemic levels, even as other macro metrics have surpassed 

pre-COVID performance. Just as the virus appeared to be ebbing, triggering hopes of a revival in consumer 

confidence, the Russia-Ukraine conflict has thrown up fresh challenges, including high commodity and crude oil 

prices. 
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Health-care costs are considered a key factor for pushing several middle- and lower-income households 

below the poverty line, while high inflation affects all economic actors. The Russia-Ukraine situation has not only 

catapulted gas, oil and coal prices higher but also fertilizers, wheat, corn, and seed oil. A section of farmers 

growing crops such as wheat may gain, but inflation in essential items such as food and transport, will impact the 

poor the most. For now, India’s oil marketing companies, who the Government has argued determine the retail 

prices of fuel, have shown extreme benevolence in holding rates at November 2021 levels and this may persist till 

Parliament’s current session ends. This is, however, not fiscally sustainable, just as the Finance Ministry has argued 

that high global commodity prices are not. A prolonged conflict in Europe could tip the global economy into 

recession, even as monetary policy missteps and social risks associated with high inflation, could dampen growth, 

Moody’s Investors Service warned last week. On the other hand, the Government’s robust direct tax collections 

that have surpassed even revised estimates by ₹1.13 lakh crore, give it room to not just push forward the LIC share 
sale till market volatility subsides but also slash fuel taxes further, curb other inflationary pressures and expand the 

COVID-19 booster shots coverage. Unless people get more certainty about the pandemic’s end-game, and have 

some money in their hands, it would be difficult to spur consumption enough to reach the necessary next stage of 

the recovery — a revival in private investments. 

 

 spring (noun) – spring season. (it also means the 

origin, basis, source, root of something). 

 blues (noun) – feelings of depression, feelings of 

sadness, feelings of unhappiness; misery, sorrow, 

gloominess. 

 spring blues (noun) –  seasonal depression; 

seasonal affective disorder (SAD). 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a new 

disease; The illness spreads around the world and 

typically affects a large number of people across a 

wide area. 

 guard (noun) – safety guard, protect, shelter, 

shield. 

 nurture (verb) – encourage, promote, stimulate, 

foster, further, advance, boost, strengthen. 

 fledgling (adjective) – emerging, beginning, 

developing, growing;  promising, potential,. 

 recovery (noun) – comeback, return, rebound. 

 embark on (verb) – begin, start, undertake, set 

about. 

 bid (noun) – attempt, effort, endeavour/try. 

 infectious (adjective) – transmissive, contagious, 

communicable, transmissible, spreading. 

 efficacy (noun) – effectiveness, efficiency, power. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 curb (verb) – control, contain, restrict, limit. 

 mortality (noun) – (in a particular time/for a cause) 

the rate/number of death; death, loss of life. 

 accompanying (adjective) – attendant, coexisting, 

coincident, coincidental, concomitant, concurrent. 

 hardship (noun) – distress, suffering, affliction, 

trouble. 

 impose (verb) – apply, enforce, exact, inflict. 

 population (noun) – inhabitants, residents, people, 

citizens, citizenry, public. 

 at large (phrase) – as a whole, generally, in general. 

 at length (phrase) – thoroughly, fully, in detail, 

comprehensively, exhaustively, completely, 

extensively. 

 cost (noun) – loss, suffering, drawback, 

disadvantage. 

 underline (verb) – emphasize, give emphasis to, 

highlight, accentuate, underscore, call attention to.  

 shut (verb) – close, lock. 

 for good (phrase) – for all time, forever, 

permanently, for always, endlessly. 

 reluctant (adjective) – unwilling, disinclined, 

resisting, opposed, hesitant. 

 rebuild (verb) – reorganize, restructure, rearrange, 

revamp. 

 work in progress (phrase) – something that is being 

developed ( and not yet finished/completed). 

 contact-intensive (adjective) – relating to the 

industries/sectors that have an average physical 

proximity index over 60. E.g. hospitality, travel, 

beauty and wellness, aviation etc. (Physical 

proximity index quantifies/measures the extent to 

which different occupations require physical 

proximity for work to be carried out). 

 non-contact intensive (adjective) – relating to the 

industries/sectors that have an average physical 

proximity index below 60. E.g. financial, real estate 

and professional services etc. (Physical proximity 

index quantifies/measures the extent to which 

different occupations require physical proximity for 

work to be carried out). 

 macro (adjective) – large-scale. 

 metrics (noun) – measures of quantitative 

assessment used for comparing, and tracking 

performance. 

 surpass (verb) – be greater than, exceed. 
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 performance (noun) – capability, capacity, 

potential. 

 ebb (verb) – diminish, decrease, lessen, decline, 

fade away, wane, dwindle, disappear. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, produce, bring about, 

prompt. 

 revival (noun) – improvement, rallying, picking up; 

re-establishment, reintroduction, restoration. 

 conflict (noun) – war, armed conflict, battle, 

fighting. 

 throw up (phrasal verb) – produce something; bring 

something to notice. 

 crude oil (noun) – the raw natural resource that is 

extracted from the earth and refined into products 

such as gasoline, jet fuel, diesel and other 

petroleum products. 

 household (noun) – family, house. 

 Below Poverty Line (BPL) (noun) – a benchmark 

used by the government of India to indicate 

economic disadvantage and to identify individuals 

and households in need of government assistance 

and aid. 

 inflation (noun) – simply meaning “cost of living”; 

increase of price level of goods & services and vice 

versa decrease of currency value. 

 actor (noun) – participants (in an action).  

 catapult (verb) – propel, launch, loft something 

high up (at a high speed). 

 fertilizer (noun) – Fertilizers are organic or 

inorganic substances containing chemical elements 

that improve the growth of plants and the fertility 

(productiveness) of the soil. The percentage 

content of nutrients in organic fertilizers (manure’s) 

is relatively low. In inorganic or mineral fertilizers, 

the nutrients are inorganic salts, obtained by 

extraction and/or physical and chemical processes. 

The three primary plant nutrients are nitrogen, 

phosphorus and potassium. 

 crop (noun) – a plant that is grown in large 

quantities. 

 for now (phrase) – for the time being, for the 

moment, for the present. 

 benevolence (noun) – kindness, goodwill, 

compassion, consideration. 

 hold (verb) – maintain, keep, keep up. 

 persist (verb) – continue, remain, stay. 

 fiscally (adverb) – financially. 

 sustainable (adjective) – justifiable, defendable, 

supportable 

 prolonged (adjective) – lengthy, extended, 

protracted, unending, unrelenting. 

 tip (verb) – upset, overturn, topple over, turn over, 

upend. 

 recession (noun) – economic decline, slowdown, 

downturn, depression, slump. 

 monetary policy (noun) – monetary policy refers to 

the use of monetary instruments under the control 

of the central bank to regulate magnitudes such as 

interest rates, money supply, and availability of 

credit with a view to achieving the ultimate 

objective of economic policy mentioned in the 

Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934. 

 misstep (noun) – mistake, blunder, false step. 

 social risk (noun) – potential/possible loss of status 

in one’s social group as a result of adopting a 

product or service, looking foolish or untrendy. 

 dampen (verb) – decrease, diminish/lessen, reduce. 

 Moody’s Investors Service (noun) – often referred 

to as Moody’s; Moody’s Investors Service is a 

leading provider of credit ratings, research, and risk 

analysis. Moody’s commitment and expertise 

contributes to transparent and integrated financial 

markets. 

 on the other hand (phrase) – as an alternative. 

 robust (adjective) – strong, vigorous, powerful. 

 room (noun) – opportunity, chance, scope, leeway, 

latitude. 

 push forward (phrasal verb) – progress, carry on, 

forge ahead,  thrust ahead; step up, accelerate, 

speed up, expedite. 

 volatility (noun) – unpredictability, instability, 

unreliability. 

 subside (verb) – diminish, decline, abate, get lower. 

 slash (verb) – reduce, lower, bring down. 

 Inflationary/price pressures (noun) – the demand 

and supply-side pressures that can cause a rise in 

the general price level; cost-push inflation, hot-

economy, deficit finance. 

 inflationary (adjective) – tending to cause 

monetary inflation. 

 pressure (noun) – demand. 

 booster shot/dose (noun) – In medical terms, a 

booster dose is an extra administration of a vaccine 

after an earlier dose. 

 certainty (noun) – confidence, sureness, conviction, 

certitude. 

 end-game (noun) – the final stage of a game; 

conclusion, consummation, end. 

 spur (verb) – stimulate, encourage, prompt, 

galvanize. 
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